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FOR  MORE  EONDS,  MORE  STAMPS  **  ^T 

There's  been  talk,  now  and  again,  that  the  Treasury  Department  was 
mulling  the  possible  production  of  a  new  transcription  series  to  be  made 
available  for  local  sponsorship,  thereby  repaying  broadcasters  in  part  for 
their  efforts  on  behalf  of  8ITar  Bonds  and  Stamps.   Now,  instead  of  talk, 
comes  a  definite  announcement  that  two  ET's  a  week  will  be  issued,  beginning 
in  July,  for  as  long  as  the  idea  seems  a  good  one. 

Built  in  the  shape  of  patriotic  dramatizations,  the  programs  are  to  be 
somewhat  less  than  a  fifteen-minute  length,  allowing  room  for  suitable 
commercial  messages.  The  Treasury  Department  -  as  you  have  no  excuse  for 
not  knowing  -  currently  distributes  a  series  called  "Star  Parade"  featuring 
the  heavy  cream  of  America's  entertainment  world.  Although  ostensibly  not 
for  sponsorship,  these  shows  (wc  hear  toll)  have  been  tied  in  with  sponsors 
on  occasional  occasions  and,  since  it's  for  a  good  cause,  no  particular 
objections  were  heard. 

Stations  that  feel  they'd  be  abl^  to  make  good  use  oF   the  new  Treasury 
series  are  advised  to  ndvise  Vince  Callahan,  who  handles  publicity  for 
Mr.  Morgcnthau,  that  they're  interested. 

IT  SIMPLY  ISN'T  SO  ** 

Last  week  vre  expounded  vigorously  on  the  silly-shallow  tacticians  who 
have  unintentionally  sought  to  create  unrest  in  the  nation  by  accusing  our 
government  of  lukewarm  efforts  in  helping  beleaguered  Bataan  and  cornered 
Corregidor.   It's  one  of  those  matters  which,  at  first  glance,  doesn't  seem. 
too  closely  pertinent  to  broadcasting  -  until  you  think  a  little  further  and 
realize  how  strongly  the  attitudes  and  beliefs  of  our  citizens  arc  influenced 
by  radio# 

VTc  feel  that  stations,  through  thoir  commentators  and  war  effort  programs, 
should  make  positive  efforts  to  sec  that  listeners  get  more  than  a  mere  face 
evaluation  of  events.   In  the  case  of  the  Philippines,  there  were  many  sad 
circumstances  which  -  while  not  presented  as  an  alibi  -  should  at  the  same 
time  have  been  brought  home  to  the  public,  tempering  unwarranted  hope  aroused 
by  over -enthusiastic  news  bulletins. 

Probably  one  of  the  most  prevalent  and  surly  notions  rampant  in  this 
country  today  is  the  stubborn  hint  that  England  is  coasting  in  its  war  effort 
and  that  America  must  peddle  the  world's  bicycle  over  the  crucial  hump.   Broad- 
casters have  written  to  the  BVC  and  the  OFF,  seeking  data  which  they  can  use 
to  immunize  their  listeners  against  this  Axis-born  propaganda.   Their  alert- 
ness is  a  good  index  to  the  pulse -taking  which  radio  must  increasingly  perform. 
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THE  0TK5R  HALF  OF  THE  PICTURE  ** 

Here's  what  the  OFF  tolls  broadcasters  to  tell  the  public,  confident 
that  facts  will  give  the  lie  to  this  fancy.  The  facts,  you  see,  show  that 
our  war  effort  up  to  now  is  no  world-beater  compared  with  the  past  and  con- 
tinuing achievements  of  the  British.  Until  only  a  short  while  ago,  Great 
Britain  -  which  has  but  one-third  of  our  population  -  was  turning  out  more 
war  goods  than  the  United  States.  Up  to  the  end  of  January  (the  last  date 
for  which  figures  are  available)  British  promises  to  Russia  had  been  kept 
lOO/o  -  except  for  a  single  tank  delayed  in  a  snowbank.   Car-  we  say  as  much? 

Out  of  33  million  British  between  14  to  64,  a  full  22  million  are  now 
completely  absorbed  in  the  war  effort.   Some  60,000  pooplo  -  a  good  share  of 
them  civilians  -  have  died  during  Hitler's  bombings  of  the  British  Isles* 
In  a  recent  single  week,  the  war  expenditure  was  108,000,000  English  pounds, 
and  60/o  of  this  came  from  the  people  themselves.   The  list  goes  on,  fact 
after  fact,  all  piling  up  evidence  that  anyone  who  says  England  takes  things 
easy  accuses  England  of  courting  suicide. 

Good  ammunition  you  can  use  in  combatting  criticism  of  the  British  is 
obtainable  from  several  sources.   Probably  one  of  the  best  is  the  British 
Library  of  Information  at  Rockefeller  Center,  New  York. 

Any  trend  by  the  public  to  view  with  suspicion  the  way  Britain  wages 
war  is  another  indication  that  the  public  has  been  given  only  half  the 
picture.  Wo  think  it's  radio's  .job  to  tell  them  the  rest  in  the  interests 
of  solidarity  and  with  the  keynote  that  we've  got  a  rollicking  long  way  to 
go  before  our  contributions  to  winning  this  war  can  look  eye  to  eye  with  theirs. 

IT'S  UP  TO  TEE  'ATB  ** 

In  case  you  haven't  hoard,    the  all-import: nt  blueprint   for  a  national 
pooling  system  on  radio   parts   and  those  vital   glass   bubbles    called  tubes 
which  we  outlined  two  weeks   ago    (BVC  Newsletter  ^15)   has   been  passed  along 
by  the   DCB   into  the   jaws    of  the  'ATB.      The  decision  of   Donald   Nelson's    experts 
is    essential  because  the   entire   plan  pivots    on  establishment   of   suitable 
priorities  whereby  material  can  be   available  to  repair  the   inroads    of  wear 
and  deterioration  on  the  nation's  broadcast  transmitters. 

In  making  its   recommendation,    the  DCB   informed  the  WPB  that   "such  a  plan 
could  operate  only  with  the  full   co-operation  of  the  broadcasters   and  this 
co-operation  is   assured  by  the  fact    that   it  originated  with  the  broadcasters 
themselves    and  was    prepared  and    submitted  to  the   DCB  by  the   Domestic   Broad- 
casting Committee   of  that  Board.      It    is  believed  that    its   operation  should 
go  a  long  way  to  relieve  the  priorities   problems   new  confronting  the   900-odd 
broadcasting  stations    in  repair   and   maintenance   materials." 

Chairman  Fly  has    given  his    enthusiastic   and   personal  approval  to  the 
project,   declaring  that   he  believes    "this    is   the  first  time   a  whole   industry 
has   proposed  to  share   its   repair  and  maintenance  material  on  a  nationwide 
basis." 

The  next  move  will  be  made  by  the  WPB. 
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THE  WAY  TO  DO  A  JOB  ** 

One  of  the  first  requisites  in  planning  special  programs  -  after   '»■••»•*, 
establishing  the  general  thomo  -  is  to  swing  a  figurative  pickaxe  and  dig  up 
facts  that  can  give  the  show  some  real  body,  like  letters  in  alphabet  soup. 
The  public,  at  this  point,  isn't  interested  by  mere  generalities  or  fluffy- 
talk.   It  wants  to  hoar  facts  and  how  they  fit  into  the  pattern  of  war* 

The  handling  last  wook  of  special  program  in  tribute  to  the  merchant 
marine  gives-  indication  that  radio  men  arc  increasingly  conscious  of  the 
research  and  effort  that  must  go  into  the  creation  of  a  really  effective 
broadcast.   The  special  merchant  marino'show  aired  over  the  Colonial  Network 
of  Nov;  England  was  a  good  example.   Script  writers  worked  with  the  local 
maritime  office  at  Boston  and  with  the  Maritime  Association  of  the  city's 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  create  authentic  dramatizations  in  the  best  traditions 
of  the  sea.  The  broadcast  was  presented  before  800  port  officials  and  merchant 
marine  heads,  including  Rear  Admiral  Emory  S.  Land,  War  Shipping  Administrator, 
in  the  ballroom  of  Boston's  Statler  Hotel. 

The  result  was  an  effective  salute  to  the  merchant  shipping  that  keeps 
moving,  despite  submarines  and  dive  bombers,  along  tho  vital  sea  lanes  toward 
our  allies.  But,  at  the  same  time,  the  program  did  more  than  make  the 
gesture  of  paying  honor.   It  instructed  and  acquainted  the  public  on  an 
oft-neglected  subject,  it  bolstered  the  morale  and  determination  of  the  men 
who  sail  these  blacked-out  vessels,  and  it  made  an  effective  contribution 
to  a  vital  department  of  our  war  effort.  Vfc  need  more  programs  built  to 
those  specifications. 

A  FAREWELL  WITH  FANFARE  ** 

Suppose  you  were  a  soleotoe  -  which  isn't  hard  to  imagine  these  days  - 
and  suppose,  after  neatly  severing  all  the  threads  of  your  civilian  life, 
you  wore  simply  marched  off  to  camp  with  MP's  at  the  front  and  roar  of  the 
column?  No  bands,  no  flags,  no  pretty  girls  to  wave  and  throw  flowers.   Just 
a  drab  procession  going  off  on  the  first  lap  of  a  journey  across  the  globe 
to  God  knows  where* 

It's  not  a  very  happy  setting.   Kind  of  makes  you  feel  nobody's  interested 
or  cares  that  you're  putting  up  your  life  as  another  sandbag  against  the  ad- 
vance of  Axis  aggression  and  hatreds.  Somehow,  it  doesn't  seem  fair.   It 
didn't  seem  fair  to  W0K0,  Albany,  N.  Y.  -  therefore  W0K0  did  something  about 
it  -  and  did  it  so  woll  that  we're  proud  to  pass  along  the  details,  adding 
a  recommendation  that  you  try  some  similar  idea. 

Starting  two  weeks  ago,  camp-bound  inductees  arc  first  marched  to 
Y'fOKO's  Radio  Centre,  colors  at  their  head  and  a  band  playing.  At  2:30  p.m., 
in  the  Radio  Centre  auditorium,  a  specie;!  hour-long  variety  show  is  staged, 
enlisting  volunteer  radio  and  professional  talent.   Cigarettes,  cigars,  ice 
cold  pop  and  chewing  gum,  purchased  with  donations  from  Albany  citizens  and 
business  firms,  are  passed  out  to  the  -men. 

At  3:15  the  inductees'  own  program  goes  on  the  air.  After  group  singing, 
there's  a  roll  call  and  all  stand  at  attention  while  -  then  and  there,  over 
tho  air  -  the  group  is  officially  sworn  into  the  United  States  Army.  "The 


-4- 

program  closes,"  adds  WOKO's  General  Manager  Harold  E.  Smith,  "with  the  men 
singing  the  Star  Spangled  Banner.  Later  in  the  afternoon  the  sane  band 
and  colors  precede  the  new  inductees  to  the  railroad  station,  and  it's  a 
happy,  enthusiastic  bunch  that  gets  on  the  train." 

WOKO  found  local  induction  officers  eager  to  co-operate.  Thus  far  five 
Radio  Centre  parties  have  been  given  for  several  hundred  men,  and  will  be 
repeated  each  day  that  the  Albany  induction  station  is  operating. 

PIerc*s  creative  thinking  that  shows  broadcasting  has  the  brand  of 
ingenuity  and  initiative  Washington  wants  it  to  have.   It's  an  example  of 
patriotic  scrvico  and  smart  programming  all  wrapped  in  a  neat  bundle.  And 
that,  as  part  of  radio's  war  assignment,  is  just  what  the  doctor  ordered. 

FLASH!   FLASH!   FLASH t 

BVC  has  just  been  informed  by  public  notice  from  the  Federal  Communi- 
cations Committee,  dated  May 26,  of  the  release  of  Order  -;'/;91-B  which 
further  relaxes  the  Commission's  rules  to  grant  permits  to  persons  certified 
by  station  licensees  as  familiar  with  their  respective  broadcast  equipment. 
We  quote  the, release,  FCC  ;//-60378,  which  you  will  receive  from  the  Commission 
shortly: 

"Responding  to  war-time  shortages  of  technical  personnel  for  broadcast 
stations,  especially  critical  in  cases  of  small  stations,  the  Federal  Communica- 
tions Commission  today,  through  Order  Ho.  91-B,  further  relaxed  its  rules  to 
grant  operation  permits  to  persons  certified  by  station  licensees  as  familiar 
with  their  respective  broadcasting  equipment.   Holders  of  these  restricted 
radiotelephone  operator  permits  would  be  limited  to  operations  at  a  specified 
station  and  would  be  required  to  shut  down  the  station  in  technical  emergencies 
until  some  first-class  operator  repaired  the  trouble.  An  added  requirement 
provides  that  persons  obtaining  the  restricted  permit  would  have  to  pass  within 
six  months  an  FCC  examination  on  radio  theory  entitling  them  to  endorsement 
of  their  permits  by  the  Commission  for  similar  work  at  any  station. 

"Radio  engineering  experts  declare  that  women  could  easily  meet  the  re- 
quirements now  in  effect  for  restricted  radiotelephone  operator  permits  .   It 
is  believed  that  persons  of  normal  intelligence  should  be  able  to  pass  the 
examination  for  the  restricted  radiotelephone  operator's  permit  after  8  or  10 
hours  study  of  the  FCC  study  course  for  this  examination.   The  Study  Guide 
and  Reference  Material  for  Commercial  Radio  Operator  Examinations  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  sum  of  15  cents. 

"This  latest  action  of  the  FCC  war-time  policy  of  coming  to  the  aid  of 
broadcast  stations  on  the  matter  of  operator  and  operation  requirements  is 
specifically  directed  to  the  problem  of  low-powered  broadcast  stations  operat- 
ing on  frequencies  assigned  for  local  services.   There  are  441  licensees 
benefited  by  today's  action.   Earlier  FCC  relaxations  of  operator  requirements 
rules  with  respect  to  broadcast  stations  were  made  on  February  17,  1942  under 
Order  He.  91  and  again  on  April  21,  1942  under  Order  No.  91-A." 
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